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PRUDDEN, THEOPHIL MITCHELL

(July 7, i849-Apr. 10, 1924), pathologist, bac-
teriologist, was born in Middlebury, Conn., the
son of George Peter and Eliza Anne (Johnson)
Prudden. His father was a Congregational cler-
gyman, graduate of Yale College in 1835, and a
direct descendant of the Rev. Peter Prudden, one
of the founders of the New Haven colony in
1638. The boy's early days were spent between
the three Connecticut parsonages of Middleton,
Southbury, and Watertown. Books were always
available and he made the most of his opportuni-
ties, but he was a rather frail child and his early
schooling was somewhat desultory. He prepared
for Yale College at the Wilbraharn (Mass.)
Academy and entered the Sheffield Scientific
School under a state fellowship with free tuition.
He was graduated in 1872 with honors, A course
in drawing attracted his interest, and the results
are evident in the numerous admirable sketches
which adorn his publications. His work in
zoology under Professors Addison Emery Ver-
rill [q.vJ] and Sidney Smith laid the foundation
of that broad point of view which was revealed
later in his work on human pathology. He was
an instructor in the Sheffield Scientific School
at Yale from 1872 to 1874 and, in the meantime,
studied in the Medical School. In 1873 he ac-
companied Prof. Othniel Charles Marsh \_q.v."\
on one of his expeditions, searching for fossils
among the sand mounds of Nebraska. Prudden
wrote an account of this for the New York Trib-
une, the first of many contributions to the news-
paper press. In 1875 he came to New York and
there met Prof. Francis Delafield [g.^.] and
worked in the latter's laboratory. Thus began a
scientific partnership which was to last until
Delafield's retirement.

After graduating from the Yale Medical
School in 1875, he was an intern in a New
Haven hospital for a year and then went abroad
to study in Heidelberg, Vienna, and Berlin, par-
ticularly under Julius Arnold and Rudolf Vir-
chow. Upon his return he taught histology and
pathology at the College of Physicians and Sur-
geons in New York, attracting to his wretched
laboratory of those days a group of men who
have since become famous. The time was one of
important scientific development Robert Koch
had just published his monograph on the tuber-
cle bacillus. Von Behring and Roux had dis-
covered diphtheria antitoxin. Prudden's knowl-
edge of bacteriology enabled him to comprehend
the importance of these discoveries and he was
the first to make diphtheria antitoxin in the
United States, the serum being used to check an
epidemic of diphtheria in the city of New York.
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For years he was confidential advisor to Her-
mann Michael Biggs [q.vJ\, the director of the
diagnostic laboratory of the health department
of New York City. In order to familiarize him-
self first-hand with Koch/s work he went to Ger-
many in 1885 and there worked under Koch and
F. A. T. Hueppe. During this period he made
a number of studies of the changes produced in
animal tissues by the injection of dead tubercle
bacilli, of the organisms which cause malignant
heart disease, and of those which cause pneu-
monia and pleurisy. More than eighty papers
of his own and eleven substantial volumes of
reprints represent the work of himself and his
associates during these active years. Some of
his more important works are: "Beobachtungen
am lebenden Knorpel," Archiv -fur Pathologische
Anatomic und Physiologic, vol. LXXV (1879) i
"On the Occurrence of the Bacillus Tuberculosis
in Tuberculosis Lesions/' Medical Record, N. Y.,
Apr. 14, 1883; "On Bacteria on Ice," Ibid., Mar.
26, Apr. 2, 1887; "On the Etiology of Diph-
theria/' American Journal of Medical Sciences,
April and May 1889 (also a second series on the
same subject in the Medical Record, Apr. 18,
1891) ; "Studies on the Action of Dead Bacteria
in the Living Body" (with Eugene Hodenpyl),
New York Medical Journal, June 6, 1891.

Prudden was a splendid teacher, a lucid speak-
er, for a long time the central figure in the scien-
tific medical life of New York City. He joined
Francis Delafield in the writing of the great
standard textbook of pathology, Hand-book of
Pathological Anatomy and Histology, which was
published in 1885 as a revised edition of Dela-
field's Handbook of Post Mortem Examinations
and of Morbid Anatomy (1872), and which, af-
ter many revisions, is still widely used in medi-
cal schools and affectionately known in student
vernacular as "D. & P." In 1901 he became a
member of the Board of Scientific Directors of
the Rockefeller Institute, and in 1921, a member
of the International Health Board of the Rocke-
feller Foundation. He was consulting pathol-
ogist to the Board of Health of New York City,
and a member of the Public Health Council of
the State of New York. In 1901, he was elected
to membership in the National Academy of
Sciences. About 1895 he began to spend his sum-
mer holidays in the desert region of the south-
west where he studied the remains of the pre-
historic inhabitants, and prepared a succession
of articles on the cliff-dwellers. The results of
his explorations were finally compressed into a
book "On The Great American Plateau" pub-
lished in 1906. His wide knowledge of geology
made him very competent to study the country
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